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Nomination for an Assistant Secretary of Commerce
October 18, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate GTE executive Graham R.
Mitchell to be Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Technology Policy.

‘‘I have called on the Commerce Department
to take the lead in giving our country the tech-
nological capability to win in a competitive world

marketplace,’’ said the President. ‘‘With his years
of high-tech management experience, Graham
Mitchell has the know-how that effort requires.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the
District of Columbia
October 18, 1993

The President announced today that he will
nominate Rafael Diaz to be an associate judge
of the Superior Court of the District of Colum-
bia. The President is empowered by statute to
choose DC Superior Court judges from a list
submitted by a local nominating commission.

‘‘Rafael Diaz has proven himself with a dec-
ade’s service to the District of Columbia,’’ said

the President. ‘‘His solid record and his reputa-
tion for competence have been widely noted,
and he has been strongly recommended by a
wide range of people. I expect him to be an
outstanding judge.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 19, 1993

NAFTA

The President. Let me say, first of all, I’m
glad to have this bipartisan House delegation
here, the latest in a round of several meetings
on NAFTA. I want to begin by expressing my
encouragement of today’s housing numbers as
well as the reports of increased business invest-
ment, which indicate that the economy is pick-
ing up. And I’m encouraged by that. And I
know that all of us hope that that will work
and that the lower interest rates and the declin-
ing deficit will help to support continued eco-
nomic renewal.

But if America wants to grow more jobs,
we’re going to have to increase our exports.
And therefore it is critical that we continue
pushing and pass this trade agreement before

the Congress goes home. And I’m here to—
hopeful we pick up a few more votes for the
NAFTA agreement today and to discuss some
of the outstanding issues on it with the Mem-
bers here. It’s imperative: We can have an eco-
nomic recovery, but if we’re going to create
jobs, we’re going to have to increase exports.
That’s what wealthy countries have to do. And
I hope we can do that here and pass NAFTA.

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, does the withdrawal of the

Rangers from Somalia, sir, mean that you’ve
given up on the search for Aideed?

The President. No, it means that we have
3,600 marines coming in, many of whom have
similar capacities, who will be there. And it
means that right now we are engaging in a polit-
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ical process to see how we can resolve our mis-
sion in Somalia and to do all the things the
United Nations ordered to do, including working
out a political solution and having a process
by which the people who were responsible for
killing the Pakistani soldiers—that’s what started
all this—that that investigation can proceed and
appropriate action can be taken. There may be
another way to do that. So right now we’re
in a stand-down position. It does mean that a
final decision’s been made.

Q. Mr. President, you have set a deadline
of March 31st to get the troops out of Somalia.
Do you have any contingency plans for Somalia
at all?

The President. Well, we’re doing what we
agreed to do. We’re pursuing negotiations to
try to get a political solution. And I’m happy
to say that, if anything, as you probably noted
in the paper today, we’re able to fulfill our mis-
sion better now than we have been for the last
few months. We’re delivering the safety of the—
and our mission is going along as planned.

NAFTA
Q. Mr. President, this is your sixth meeting

with the Members of Congress on NAFTA. So
far only three Members have emerged saying
that they’ve shifted their position—these meet-

ings. Are you making the progress you need
in order to ratify it and——

The President. I think we are. A lot of people
have said things to me privately that they haven’t
said yet in public. And I think the Congress
is still waiting to see how we’re going to work
out some of these other issues, including the
training programs—a lot of the Democrats want
to know—and they’re going to have a chance
to vote on that. And we still have to work
through the whole issue of how we deal with
the fact that if we pass NAFTA, we have to
reduce tariffs. And that’s a $2.5 billion tax on
American consumers today, the tariffs are, that
we will reduce. And under our budget laws,
that has to be replacing—so we have to work
through that. There are still some practical
things to work out.

I believe that a majority of the Congress today
believes it’s the right thing to do. So our ques-
tion is whether we can persuade a majority to
vote, do what they think is right. I think by
the end of November we’ll be able to do that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at the White House Conference on Climate Change
October 19, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, first let me thank you
all for being here and thank the Vice President,
the Cabinet, our Science Adviser, Katie
McGinty, and others who worked so hard on
this policy. If I might begin by just observing,
I was looking at the clouds hoping we didn’t
have too much of a climate change this morning
before the event could unfold.

This is an issue which has been of great con-
cern to me for a long time. When I decided
to seek this office back in 1991, I did it after
having spent more than a decade as a Governor
deeply frustrated by what seemed to me too
often to be inevitable, persistent, aggravating
conflicts between the impulse to promote eco-
nomic opportunity for the people that I rep-
resented and the clear obligation, the moral obli-
gation, on all of us to try to preserve this planet

that we all share. And anyone with eyes to see
could look down the road and recognize that,
even with imperfect scientific knowledge, at
some point the impulse to give people some-
thing to do would have to be reconciled with
the obligation to preserve the planet we all share
and that if there were ways through the use
of technology and partnerships and ingenuity to
actually enhance economic opportunities while
preserving the planet, how much better off we
would all be.

That is what we have sought to do in this
administration. The Vice President outlined the
number of things that we have tried to do to
move the environmental agenda forward and at
the same time move our economy forward. I
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